more favor to-day.    Here   on   the lower Rhine  there
are many cities worthy to stand beside Cologne itself-
Dusseldorf, the city of painters, which was in its glory
at the period of the Late Romantics and which to-day
can boast of the beautiful Court Gardens in its midst,
Then there is Crefeld, the silk town, with its prosperous
streets, rising on the former ramparts of the one-time
citadel. Here on the lower Rhine, industry builds up its
towering chemical factories, steel mills and blast furnaces,
especially around the long-since united brother towns
of Duisburg and Ruhrort where they rise to form one
gigantic monument of labor. Mercantile shipping, which
continually ebbs and flows along the broad face of the
stream by day and night, has its main centre here, com-
panies'   headquarters, warehouses, workshops.   Below
Duisburg, which has recently swallowed up and incor-
porated the gigantic factory settlement of Hamborn, the
landscapes on both shores of the Rhine again become
quieter and more peaceful.  Slowly the greenish-brown
waters roll on towards the Dutch   frontier past  rich
pastures covered all the summer long with herds of
grazing cows.  Pious Xanten greets the Rhine with its
twin-towered cathedral of St. Victor.   It was from here
that Young Siegfried, Richard Wagner's favorite hero,
set out upon his journey to Worms and to the Nibelungs
from which he was never to return.   Cleve, also bound
up with Wagner's works by the legend of Lohengrin, of
which it is the scene, stands on a hill, wreathed in woods
and is not visible from the Rhine itself. The list of Ger-
man towns on the right bank of the Rhine closes with
Wesel, no longer important as   a  fortified  town  and
planning a new future as a town  of trade fairs, and
Emmerich, an important customs and mercantile centre.
The Rhinelands are today a most important section of
Prussian Germany, without which the whole would be
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